Challenge accepted! Ana Camejo
Editor, Trends in Parasitology As I compiled this issue of Trends in Parasitology, a common theme emerged -change. Similar to the ever changing surface of trypanosomes highlighted in this month's Spotlight, Trends in Parasitology is currently undergoing a controlled, timed change. My hope is that this change engages you, our readers, in new and exciting ways -as part of this change we will be rolling out a new design very shortly, so stay tuned! As with any period of change for a journal, the challenge is to do it without altering the core purpose of the journal: that of bringing timely review and opinion articles, keeping our readers up to date on the latest trends and developments in all fields of parasitology, and showcasing thought-provoking discussions championed by experts in the field (see our Letters in this issue, with respect to the changing -there's that word again! -nomenclature of Echinococcus species). In writing this editorial, I formally accept this challenge.
I started my role as Editor of Trends in Parasitology in February of 2015. I took the wheel from the previous Editor, Lynn Sherrer, who steered this ship from 2010 to 2014, and Danielle Loughlin who stepped in as Managing Editor in the interim. I think of myself as a molecular parasitologist with an interest in host-pathogen interactions, who was lucky enough to work on (dare I say 'with'?) the infamous zombie-inducing parasite, Toxoplasma gondii.
Stepping out of the Toxoplasma bubble and embracing the wonderful diversity of parasites and topics that are of interest to the readers of Trends in Parasitology has been simultaneously the most challenging and most enjoyable aspect of running the journal. In the current issue, Trends in Parasitology captures a snapshot of such diversity, by including articles on vector control of parasite transmission, exciting new avenues for drug development and the applicability of new techniques to basic parasite biology and diagnostics. As the new Editor, I am thrilled to be covering these and other great topics in parasitology, as discussed below.
Recently, several publications zoomed in on cell-to-cell variation of protozoan parasites in response to changes in the host environment. In this issue, Hidalgo et al. call our attention to this subject and emphasize the use of recently developed single cell approaches to this phenomenon. With the democratization of single-cell technologies, I expect to feature more on this topic in the upcoming issues of Trends in Parasitology.
Neglected tropical diseases (NTDs), a term now so commonly used, was first coined at the WHO Berlin meeting in 2005. Ten years later, an estimated one billion people from the world's most disadvantaged and poorest communities are still affected by NTDs. Trends in Parasitology will keep covering issues related with eradication and control of NTDs, themes which are likely to be further developed, following the recognition of NTDs at the latest G7 summit.
Filarial parasites are responsible for some of the most important NTDs. In the article by Alhassan et al. you can read about recent developments and emerging technologies that can be used in the field for a quick and early diagnostic of filariasis, changing the outcome of infection. On the subject of control of transmission, Wilson et al. assess the state of vector control trials and provide guidance for a rigorous design and conduct of such trials, with the goal of better informing public policy.
I am particularly excited about the potential and simplicity of targeted genome editing with CRISPR and its recently demonstrated applicability to several protozoan parasites, including malaria. I am following the research being done in this area with great enthusiasm and expect it to fulfill its promise of improving our understanding of parasite biology and enhancing disease control.
Mathematical analysis and modelling is central to infectious disease epidemiology and played a central part in public health strategies in many countries. Until now, investigations of disease outbreaks have mostly been reactive, but lately, perhaps due to the recent outbreaks of Ebola in West Africa, Chikungunya in the Caribbean and Middle East respiratory syndrome (MERS) in South Korea, there is an increased interest in infectious disease forecasting models and how they can predict epidemics and potentially improve public health outcomes. Trends in Parasitology is looking forward to highlighting developments in this growing field.
As Trends in Parasitology covers these and other big topics in parasitology in the months and years to come, I invite you to visit the journal's website where you can read all of the articles included in our current issue and find articles published online ahead of print. You can also follow the journal on our growing Twitter account (@TrendsParasitol) for snippets of information about parasites, links to must-read articles and updates about changes ahead.
I look forward to meeting you at an upcoming parasitology meeting. You can also easily find me at one the of the many parasitology talks in the Boston area. In the meantime, please send your ideas, comments and feedback to parasites@cell.com. 
